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Abstract

This study explores the concept of the Primary school student as a “subject”
within the education system of Iran from a phenomenological perspective. It
focuses on how students are represented in textbooks, perceived by teachers, and
experienced by students themselves, considering the importance of primary
education in shaping cognitive, social, and cultural identities. The findings show
that the concept of the Primary school student is shaped through three main
dimensions: (1) the representation of students in the education system, including
their personal and social characteristics, activities, and challenges; (2) the role of
teachers in constructing this concept through both instructional and educational
practices; and (3) the influence of the education system itself, including structural
and performance-related factors. The results also indicate a dominant emphasis
on cognitive achievement, discipline, obedience, and conformity, while
emotional, social, creative, and cultural dimensions are less emphasized. This
reflects a multidimensional but unbalanced construction of the student’s image.
The study concludes that there is a gap between the official goals of the Iranian
education system and the lived experiences of students. Although some attention
is given to holistic development in textbooks and by teachers, dominant curricular
structures limit a balanced educational approach. The findings highlight the need
for educational policy reform, a redefinition of the teacher’s role, and greater
recognition of student agency in the learning process. Future research should
expand participant diversity and use mixed-method approaches to explore
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overlooked aspects of students’ experiences.
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Extended Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of a phenomenological exploration of the
concept of the Primary school student as a subject within the education system of Iran.
Given the fundamental importance of the primary education period in shaping children’s
cognitive, social, and cultural identities, the representation of students in official
documents, curricula, and lived experiences can have a significant impact on their
educational trajectory. Accordingly, this study examines the concept of the Primary school
student from the perspectives of students, teachers, and textbooks.

This research employed a qualitative approach and was conducted using a
phenomenological method with an emergent design, in which data collection and analysis
were carried out simultaneously. Data were collected through inductive content analysis
of Persian textbooks for the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades of Primary school, semi-
structured interviews with five primary school teachers and six students from the same
grades. Participants were selected through purposive sampling based on theoretical
saturation criteria. Data analysis was conducted using a descriptive—interpretive
approach, through which the main themes of students’ lived experiences, teachers’
perspectives, and the representation of the concept of “student” in textbooks were
extracted and interpreted.

The findings indicated that the concept of the Primary school student in the Iranian
education system can be structured into three main dimensions: first, the representation
of the student in the educational system, including individual characteristics, social traits,
activities, and challenges; second, the role of the teacher in shaping the concept of the
student, encompassing both instructional and educational dimensions; and third, the role
of the education system in constructing this concept, reflected in performance-related and
systemic issues. These findings suggest a multilayered interaction among individual,
institutional, and curricular factors in shaping the understanding of the student.

The results further revealed that the education system of Iran predominantly emphasizes
cognitive and disciplinary dimensions as well as traits such as obedience and conformity
to rules, while emotional, creative, social, and cultural dimensions receive less attention.
Although partial attention to these dimensions is observed in some textbooks and among
some teachers, dominant curricular structures and implementation practices limit the
realization of a balanced educational approach. This situation reflects a gap between the
declared objectives of the education system and the lived realities of students.

Finally, it is suggested that educational policy reform, redefinition of the teacher’s role,
and attention to student agency in the learning process are essential requirements for
improving the education system. Future research is also recommended to broaden
participant groups and employ mixed-method approaches to further explore the neglected
dimensions of students’ experiences.
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